The Theme of Love in English Literature

Love is one of the major themes in Western literature. Love is generally considered to play a central role in people’s lives, so many English writers frequently turn to this theme in their literary works. Love can be interpreted differently:  it can be romantic love, which becomes a main motif in love poetry, or love between parents and children, which is usually considered in view of family relations in general. Actually, the family relationship differs completely from the romantic relations of two lovers; nevertheless, the concept of family love is based on the same value system. Moreover, various literary works deal with the theme of love for a friend, for God or for one’s self. In other words, the concept of love can be interpreted differently in various texts; and each text usually concerns one specific aspect of love.
In connection with the theme of romantic love it is obvious to turn to Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet. The author describes the relations of two young people who love each other in spite of the burning animosity between their families. Romeo and Juliet is the story about first love, innocent and sometimes childish love, which cannot survive in the cruel world of Verona with its family wars and intrigues. Two young people live in their own unreal world and believe honestly in immortal love. Obviously, their views on the world as perfect, their extremely impulsive emotions and their instincts are not acceptable in real life. Their perfect world of love clashed with the society’s incomprehension, and tragic circumstances lead to the personal downfall of the protagonists. Nevertheless, the story about Romeo and Juliet has been considered as the symbol of immortal love for many generations of readers. 

Another form of love relationship is family relations. In this connection it is appropriate to focus attention on another Shakespearean tragedy, King Lear, which deals with the theme of complex relations between parents and their children. The main plot is driven by the conflict between old King Lear and his three daughters: Goneril, Regan and Cordelia. Shakespeare contrasts the egoistic, aggressive and cruel elder daughters, who are completely self-centered, with the youngest daughter, Cordelia, who is good hearted, honest and extremely devoted to the father. She does not make a spectacle of her feelings during the test, described at the beginning of the tragedy; nevertheless, her devotion to King Lear is deep and strong. The daughter’s love is proved not by words but actions: Cordelia does not leave her mad father alone even after his betrayal. To sum up, Shakespeare stresses that love between parents and children does not appear suddenly as romantic love does. Furthermore, it cannot disappear because of life circumstances. The author points out that if it happens, this fact indicates the falsity of the feelings and the downfall of moral principles. 

To conclude, the theme of love is extremely complicated, and it can be interpreted in different ways according to the type of love relations that are described in literary works. Nevertheless, appealing to the theme of love, authors always deal with the exact value system of moral principles: the concern of love is always connected with the hero’s understanding of what good and evil are; and the lack of love is usually interpreted as a fatal tendency, which leads to the hero’s downfall.  
